
OPERATION NEW YEAR: The Battlefield of FAITH
Agenda for the week of January 22-28, 2011

WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  


Announcements:  

· Churchwide Dinner on January 29 at 6PM!

· Haiti Mission Trip: March 31 - April 6


Icebreaker: 
“What is the biggest ‘faith-leap’ you have taken?  What was the result of




 that ‘faith-leap?”

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us through His Word. Read Ephesians 6:10-20...
1. When you think of God’s mighty power, what comes to your mind?  In other words, how do you describe God’s mighty power?
2. What are some of the devil’s schemes?  
a. How have you learned to recognize his schemes?  
b. If a Christian gives in to the devil’s schemes what typically is the result?
3. Read verse 12 again.  How does it make you feel to know that your struggles in life are not against what we see in the natural realm, but are rather in the spiritual realm?
4. Let’s give a practical application for each of the pieces of God’s armor:  belt of truth?  breastplate of righteousness?  readiness that comes from gospel of peace?  shield of faith? helmet of salvation? sword of spirit?  In other words, how is each of these pieces “put on” in the believers life today?
5. Which piece of the armor is your favorite?  Why?
6. What is missing from the armor?  Leader Note: There is nothing to protect or defend our back sides.
a. What do you think is the point of this lack of armor for the backside?  Leader Note: We are not to run when faced with opposition, but rather we are to stand firm.
7. Read verses 19 and 20 again.  What does Paul ask the Christians to pray for concerning him?  Leader Note:  That he would fearlessly declare the Gospel of Jesus even though he was in chains.  
a. What does this tell us about the Apostle Paul?  Leader Note:  It tells us that at times he had feelings of fear.  And it tells us that rather than giving into those feelings of fear, he asked for prayer to overcome them.
b.  What should this tell us about ourselves?  Leader Note: At times we too will be fearful.  And at these times, we must pray and then act against our fears, just as Paul did.
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.  

1. Pray for needs that are represented in the group.
2. Pray that each of us will conquer our fears through prayer and bold, obedient actions.
WRAP UP (35 min) – Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowshipping together. Make Shared Ministry Assignments.

